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MUSIC PROGRAMS AT CLEONA 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  
     
 
On March 10th students in grades 1 and 2 will participate in music 
programs.  The 1st grade students will perform at 9:15 AM and 2nd 
graders will perform at 10:15AM.  Join us to celebrate Music In Our 
Schools. 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  

    

Just  a  
reminder  this  
is  a  joint  
newsletter  
for  grades  k-

6.  
  

Important  
Dates  

 
 
PTO Fun Day is 
March 25th 

10AM – 1:00 
PM.  This is for 
grades K - 6 and 
is held at 
Annville 
Elementary 
School. 
 
As of this 
newsletter, 
Easter Break is 
April 13th 
through April 
17th.  School 
resumes on 
April 18th.  
 

Picture Day- Remember, picture day is on Monday, February 27th 
at both elementary schools 
 
 
 
No School - There will be no school for students on March 17th or 
20th.   Please note that April 13th is our next snow makeup day if 
needed. 

                               
 



IMPORTANT REMINDERS  
 

 
KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION - If you have a child who will be five (5) before 
September 1, 2017, the child will be eligible to participate in our kindergarten program 
next year.  The parent information night was held on February 28, 2017. If you missed 
this evening, please call 867-7640 to arrange to pick up a packet of information. 
Registration for kindergarten will be held on March 30th and 31st.  If you need to register 
a child or you know of anyone who needs to register, please contact the Cleona 
Elementary School at 717-867-7640. 
 
PARENT PRESCHOOL SESSIONS - Annville-Cleona parents and their children (ages 
3-5) are cordially invited to attend the "2017 Parent Preschool Program".  The 
programs will be held on the following Thursday evenings:  March 9th, March 16th and 
March 23rd.  Join us at Cleona Elementary School from 6:30 - 7:30 PM for these fun and 
informational sessions.  These programs are presented by A-C educators and are free of 
charge.  Register by calling Cleona Elementary School at 717-867-7640.   
 
STUDENT INFORMATION- Please be sure to update information in Power School if 
you changed phone numbers, place of employment, or emergency contacts.  If you need 
assistance, please contact the school office. 
 

REVIEW OF PROCEDURES 
 

PARENTS PICKING STUDENTS UP AT THE END OF THE DAY - If you intend 
to pick your child up at dismissal, please send a note with your child in the morning.  The 
note should be dated and state who is picking your child up at the end of the day.  When 
parents call at the last minute or arrive in the office at the end of the day to notify the 
school that they are picking students up, it is very difficult for the office staff.  The end of 
the day is one of the busiest times of the school day.  Our concern is for your child’s 
safety.  Last minute requests increase the chances of confusion for your child and your 
child’s classroom teacher.  A note first thing in the morning allows dismissal to run 
smoothly.  Thank you for your cooperation! 
 
 
EDUCATIONAL TRIPS - If you plan to take your child on an educational trip during 
the school year, please adhere to the established guidelines that appear in the student 
handbook.  Please complete the appropriate form at least five (5) days prior to the 
proposed absence.  Trips will be considered unexcused absences if the guidelines are not 
followed.  Parents are responsible for seeing that the child completes necessary work in a 
timely fashion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PHYSICALS AND DENTAL EXAMINATIONS - Examinations are required by the 
state of PA for the following grades: 
 
Physical Examinations:   Kindergarten Entry, 6th Grade, and 11th Grade 
 
Dental Examinations:   Kindergarten Entry, 3rd Grade, and 7th Grade 
 



Parents may pick up forms in the office for the above exams or you may access them on 
the ACSD Website.  Go to forms and find Health Service Forms on the left-hand side.  
Click on that and you will find links to the private physical and dental forms.   All forms 
can be submitted up to a year before entry into that grade.  For example - you can have 
the dental exam for 3rd Grade while your child is in 2nd Grade.  Parents can find more 
health information on the ACSD Website under Student Services.  Click on Health 
Services. If you have any questions about the requirements, please contact the school 
nurse at your child’s school. 
 

PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT 
 

READ ACROSS AMERICA EVENTS-  
ANNVILLE ELEMENTARY 
Various activities will occur at AE during Read Across America week.  Most of these 
activities will involve school based events.  However, on Tuesday, February 28th 
students are encouraged to “Grab Their Hat and Read with the Cat!” by wearing their 
favorite hat to school.  On Friday, March 3rd students may dress as their favorite book 
character or wear red and white.  Other events occurring that week at school will include 
a “DEAR time (Drop Everything And Read) in which the entire school will stop 
everything their doing and read for a set amount of minutes, as well as a “Teacher Swap” 
in which teachers will switch classrooms, read their favorite Dr. Seuss book and complete 
activities and also cross grade level buddy reading time!  Help us celebrate the essential 
activity of READING by setting aside time at home to read to your child, regardless of 
their age level.  You might be surprised how much they love it! 
 
CLEONA ELEMENTARY- For the week of February 27th – March 3rd students at 
Cleona will wear a different item to school: Monday a big smile, Tuesday your craziest 
socks, Wednesday a hilarious hat, Thursday green, and Friday your red shirt. On Friday 
students will participate in a variety of activities dealing with Dr. Suess and literacy.  
Mark Daniel, a storyteller, will entertain us on this day, too.  Thank you to the PTO for 
sponsoring this experience for our students. 
 
STUDENT ASSIGNMENT - The staff will soon begin work on class assignments for 
the 2017-2018 school year. These assignments are based on a variety of aspects including 
academic performance, work habits, personality traits, and peer relationships.  We 
attempt to provide all students with the best possible assignment with regard to all of 
these factors.  Although we are not able to honor parental requests for a specific teacher, 
we are always interested in parental input regarding additional information about the 
child.  If you have information that you would like us to consider as we complete these 
student assignments, please contact the building principal prior to April 1st to arrange a 
meeting.  Parents will need to meet with the building principal.  No written requests 
or emails will be accepted. 

Helping Kids Cope with Stress- To adults, childhood can seem like a carefree time. But 
kids still experience stress. Things like school and their social life can sometimes create 
pressures that can feel overwhelming for kids. As a parent, you can't protect your kids 
from stress — but you can help them develop healthy ways to cope with stress and solve 
everyday problems. Below, are a few ideas: 

Notice out loud. Tell your child when you notice that something's bothering him or her. 
If you can, name the feeling you think your child is experiencing. ("It seems like you're 
still mad about what happened at the playground.") This shouldn't sound like an 
accusation (as in, "OK, what happened now? Are you still mad about that?") or put a 
child on the spot. It's just a casual observation that you're interested in hearing more 
about your child's concern. Be sympathetic and show you care and want to understand.                                                             



Listen to your child. Ask your child to tell you what's wrong. Listen attentively and 
calmly — with interest, patience, openness, and caring. Avoid any urge to judge, blame, 
lecture, or say what you think your child should have done instead. The idea is to let your 
child's concerns (and feelings) be heard. Try to get the whole story by asking questions 
like "And then what happened?" Take your time. And let your child take his or her time, 
too. 

Comment briefly on the feelings you think your child was experiencing. For example, 
you might say "That must have been upsetting," "No wonder you felt mad when they 
wouldn't let you in the game," or "That must have seemed unfair to you." Doing this 
shows that you understand what your child felt, why, and that you care. Feeling 
understood and listened to helps your child feel supported by you, and that is especially 
important in times of stress. 
 
Put a label on it.  If your child seems angry or frustrated, use those words to help him or 
her learn to identify the emotions by name. Putting feelings into words helps kids 
communicate and develop emotional awareness — the ability to recognize their own 
emotional states.  
 
Listen and move on. Sometimes talking and listening and feeling understood is all that's 
needed to help a child's frustrations begin to melt away. Afterward, try changing the 
subject and moving on to something more positive and relaxing.  
 
Limit stress where possible. If certain situations are causing stress, see if there are ways 
to change things. For instance, if too many after-school activities consistently cause 
homework stress, it might be necessary to limit activities to leave time and energy for 
homework. 
 
Just be there. Kids don't always feel like talking about what's bothering them. 
Sometimes that's OK. Let your kids know you'll be there when they do feel like talking.  
 
Be patient. As a parent, it hurts to see your child unhappy or stressed. But try to resist the 
urge to fix every problem. Instead, focus on helping your child, slowly but surely, grow 
into a good problem-solver — a kid who knows how to roll with life's ups and downs, put 
feelings into words, calm down when needed, and bounce back to try again. 

Parents can't solve every problem as kids go through life. But by teaching healthy coping 
strategies, you'll prepare your kids to manage the stresses that come in the future. 

Adapted from Healthy Kids, D'Arcy Lyness, PhD, Behavioral Health Editor, KidsHealth 
Child and Adolescent Psychologist. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For  a  virtual  version  of  this  newsletter  and  other  important  information,  go  to  
www.acschools.org  and  click  on  the  Elementary  link  


